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Introduction

In this studio we believe that invention is a necessary ambition in architecture, but
that it rarely emerges by spontaneous intuition. Generally, architects succeed in
developing truly unique proposals only after many years of study and reflection.
Indeed, it is questionable whether true originality can actually be achieved, given the
wealth of precedents in the history of architecture.

To help students understand the building type — a gallery for the display of
art works — we asked them to study a gallery space of their choice in an art museum
in Switzerland or northern ltaly.

Students took a careful photograph of a space and used it to produce
a model at scale 1:10 that accurately recreates the atmosphere of the space they
photographed. The exercise required students to look carefully and communicate
their observations in a clear and understandable manner. The work documented in
this catalogue was useful not only in developing an understanding of the project, but
also as a record of some wonderful art spaces.
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